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they peaceably retired, which gave the natives so much
encouragement, that they came forward immediately, and
exchanged their arrows, feathers, and bones, for such tri-
fles as were offered them.

Thus they traded for some time; but, by frequent inter-
course, finding that no violence was intended, they be-
came familiar, and mingled with the English without the
least distrust.

They go quite naked, except a skin of some animal,
which they throw over their shoulders when they lie in
the open air. They knit up their hair, which is very long,
with a roll of ostrich feathers, and usually carry their ar-
rows wrapped up in it, that they may not encumber them,
they being, made with reeds, headed with flint, and, there-
fore, not heavy. Their bows are about an ell long.

Their chief ornament is paint, which they use of several
kinds, delineating generally upon their bodies, the figures
of the sun and moon, in honour of their deities.

It is observable, that most, nations, amongst whom the
use of clothes is unknown, paint their bodies. Such was
the practice of the first inhabitants of our own country.
From this custom did our earliest enemies, the Picts, owe
their denomination. As it is not probable that caprice or
fancy should be uniform, there must be, doubtless, some
reason for a practice so general and prevailing in distant
parts of the world, which have no communication with
each other. The original end of painting their bodies was,
probably, to exclude the cold; an end which, if we believe
some relations, is so effectually produced by it, that the
men thus painted never shiver at the most piercing blasts.
But, doubtless, any people, so hardened by continual se-
verities, would, even without paint, be less sensible of the
cold than the civilized inhabitants of the same climate.
However, this practice may contribute, in some degree, to
defend them from the injuries of winter; and, in those
climates where little evaporates by the pores, may be used
with no great inconvenience; but in hot countries, where
perspiration in greater degree is necessary, the natives